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THREE ESSENTIALS OF WORSHIP 
Bob Winton  

 

Worshiping God appears very early in the history of man. Genesis 4 describes 
the worship offered by two sons of Adam, and tells that Abel’s worship 
pleased God and Cain’s did not. Why did God accept one and reject the other? 
Because Abel’s was offered by faith (Heb. 11:4). Since faith comes by hearing 
God’s word (Rom. 10:17), it follows that Abel worshiped as God commanded, 
while Cain did not. 
 

For worship to be proper and acceptable, three things are required: “God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth” (John 4:24). The first essential is obviously that worship must have the 
right object—God. We are not to worship angels, departed saints, Mary, or 
any other person, no matter how good they might be (or have been). We must 
worship God. 
 

The second essential: we must worship in spirit. To worship in spirit means 
that our hearts must be in the worship; our spirit must be in tune with the 
worship acts. The worship must be sincerely meant; it must be more than lip-
service. "This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth 
me with their lips; but their heart is far from me" (Matt. 15:8). One cannot 
worship God accidentally or half-heartedly—and expect God to accept it! 
Sincere worship is reverent worship. "God is greatly to be feared in the 
assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about 
him" (Psa. 89:7). 
 

The third requirement: acceptable worship must be offered according to the 
truth - God’s Word (John 17:17). Acts of worship not specifically authorized 
in the New Testament are unacceptable. This is where Cain erred. No one has 
reason to doubt Cain’s sincerity. The difference between the worship offered 
by Cain and that offered by Abel was in the item offered: Abel offered 
“firstlings of his flock” while Cain offered “the fruit of the ground.” 
Manifestly, Abel offered what God had commanded, and Cain offered a 
sacrifice of his own choosing. Much that passes for worship today is religious 
activity with only human authority, and is no more acceptable to God than was 
Cain’s worship. 
 

One’s worship today is vain, no matter how sincerely offered, if it is not 
according to God’s word. "But in vain they do worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men" (Matt. 15:9). God has the right to 
prescribe the worship He wants. To worship partly in truth and partly in error 
is of no account. A little poison ruins the entire glass of water. 
 

True, acceptable worship must be offered to God, be offered sincerely from 
the heart, and be done in accordance with God’s word. All other worship is 
empty, meaningless, and wasted.  
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Fathers Who Are Needed 

 The spiritual training of children is a God assigned role that has been placed in the hands of fathers. 
Fatherhood comes with the obligation to train a child and can not be shifted to anyone else. The mother does 
have her part but the father must not give his responsibility to her. There is a great need today for fathers to 
live up to their God given tasks. Today there are many fathers that are not needed and many fathers who are 
needed. Let’s take a look in the Bible at fathers who we should not be like and those that we should strive to 
be like. This is a subject that has been on my mind more and more.  
 

A FATHER WE DO NOT NEED 
 
 We do not need fathers today who will not restrain their children like Eli did. “Now the sons of Eli 
were sons of Belial; they knew not the LORD”  (1 Samuel 2:12). According to the ESV the sons of Eli were 
“worthless men.” Why were his children so worthless? I Samuel 3:14 says “For I have told him that I will 
judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he 
restrained them not.” Eli did not restrain his children. He allowed them to do as pleased.  Fathers today can not 
allow their children to do anything and everything that they want especially during the times that we live in 
now. Many boys and girls grow up and never see daddy set a boundary for any actions. Children are allowed 
to rule the house. Children never hear daddy say no to their demands. Fathers who are too permissive are one 
of the greatest enemies to children. “The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his 
mother to shame” (Proverbs 29:15). Proverbs 29:17 goes on to say “Correct thy son, and he shall give thee 
rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.” A difference is always seen in a child when the father restrains 
them.  
 

A FATHER THAT WE NEED 
 
 We need fathers today that will act like Enoch. “And Enoch walked with God after he begat 
Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Enoch were three hundred 
sixty and five years: And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him” (Genesis 5:22-24). 
Enoch was a father who walked with God. “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and 
was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God” (Hebrews 11:5).  Enoch was also found to be one who was not afraid to speak out against 
ungodly speech and conduct (Jude 14-15). He was a father that many today can take a lesson from. Are fathers 
today leaving this kind of example for their children?  
 
 We need fathers today that will be like Abraham who trained his children in the way that they should 
go. “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it”  (Proverbs 22:6). 
It is important to follow Abraham so the children of the future will be able to direct their lives in the proper 
way. If Abraham would have not done what he was supposed to as a father it is doubtful that he would have 
received the title “father of all them that believe” (Romans 4:11). 
 
 In the times that we live in today fathers around the world should be asking themselves two questions: 
Am I being the kind of father that will be of spiritual benefit to our children? Am I being the kind of father that 
is pleasing unto God? As Christians, we have the greatest blessings anyone in this world could ever want. We 
have the opportunity to be in Eternity with our Lord. There is nothing more important than the Spiritual 
condition of the family. The father must be the Spiritual leader and Example to his Family. We must stand for 
God.  

~jbburns75@gmail.com     



WELCOME: As we assemble on the Lord’s day for worship, we are 
honored to have others meet with us. It is our desire to glorify our Father in 
our worship. We always welcome questions about our service or anything 
you see or hear. If we can assist, please let us know.  
 
THANK YOU NOTES:  
You know how to make a person feel special. Thank you for all the cards and 
calls for my birthday. In Christian Love, Dot Cooper 
 
I just wanted to thank my brothers & sisters at East Hill Church of Christ for 
all of the beautiful cards I received regarding my recent surgery. Most of all, 
I want to thank you all for your prayers. May God truly bless each of you. 
Sincerely, Linda Austin 
 
AREA-WIDE SINGING: April 29th at Beech Hill Church of Christ in Mt. 
Pleasant.  
 
MEMORIALS: The following have made contributions to the C. W. Hart 
Scholarship Fund at the Memphis School of Preaching:  

 

Gilroy Church of Christ in memory of Bobby Coggin 
 

Flower Group 1 in memory of Lyhn Pinnix 
 

The Robert Brindley, Jr. Family in memory of Lyhn Pinnix 
 

SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL: We are currently looking for teachers and 
decorators for the 2016 SBS. The teacher sign up is in the auditorium on the 
Welcome Center table and if you would like to help decorate please see 
Chris. If you can teach please sign up by Wednesday (April 27th). All 
materials and supplies will be made. We encourage creativity also. Please 
help teach these wonderful children about Jesus.  
 
TRUTH IN LOVE LECTURESHIP: The 26th Annual Lectureship is 
almost here! We are asking for help housing students at this time. We have 
twenty-one individual students and eleven students with their families to 
house. If you can help in this effort (financially or housing) please see 
Jonathan or Chris. The Lectureship Book will be here soon and we will be 
making it available to the congregation soon.  
 
TRACK RACKS: Take some time to stop by one of the many Track Racks 
in the building and use these as aids to your Home Bible Study. Some great 
Bible Writing is in these tracts, charts, and booklets.  
 
SHORT MOUNTAIN BIBLE CAMP: Bible Camp will be May 29th to 
June 3rd for everyone 9 to 18. We have several adults going this year and 
hope to have many youth. There are flyers on the Welcome Center table and 
if you want to go please see Jonathan. The theme for the week is White As 
Snow and will cover lessons from the Old and New Testament. A preview of 
the material is available upon request for the parents. 

News, Notes, & Announcements  
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N H C:  
 Elizabeth Gulley  
 Morris Howard  
 Mabel Hughes  
 Clara Morgan  
 Troy Whitworth 
 Fannie Wilburn  
 

Hewitt House: 
 Wanda Cooper  
 Al & Betty Standen 
 

Ivy Crest: 
 Sue Howard 
 Dolores Shelton 
 

At Home: 
 Marge Brown 
 Sue Cantrell  
 William Edde  
 David Hendrix  
 Peggie Jamieson  
 Billy Pigg 
 Gina Watkins 

THOUGHT OF  
THE WEEK 

 

Health is the 

greatest gift, 

contentment the 

greatest wealth, 

faithfulness the 

best relationship. 



Those To Serve  
Please meet in room 101 after Bible Study. If late, an alternate will take 
your place. If you cannot serve, please call Jimmy Alsup at 363-7936. 

Bible Class Schedule 

April 24th May 1st 
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TRUTH IN LOVE LECTURESHIP  
May 11-15, 2016   

Theme: To God Be The Glory 
 

SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL  
Every Tuesday and Thursday in June 

Theme: The Stories Jesus Told 

2 years old - Middle School: Engraving Heavenly Truths Q5 
  

Adult Classes:  
Sunday AM Auditorium: Jonathan Burns  

Sunday AM Room 15: Joe Cooper  
Sunday AM Ladies Class: Margaret Jackson 

Ladies Bible Class: Jonathan Burns 
Wednesday Auditorium: Jonathan Burns 

AM - Jonathan Burns 

PM - Jonathan Burns 

 Announcements: James Jackson 
Song Leader: Jack Parks 
Reading: Phil Glover  
Opening Prayer: Steve Alsup 
Sermon: Jonathan Burns 
Closing Prayer: David Stampfly 
Preside At Lord’s Table: 
 Jimmy Alsup • Jon Jackson 
Serve: 
Robert Brindley Jr. • Casey Cardin • Joe Christopher 
Johnny Jackson • Jason Musgrove • Mark Woodard 
Joe Cooper (N) 
Alternates: 
Joel Orton • Gil Witt • Bryce Woodard 
 

Sunday Evening  
 PM Prayer: Joe Colvett 
 Reading: Dennis Collins  
 Sermon: Jonathan Burns 
 Preside: Larry Wilsford  
 Closing Prayer: Lynn Garner 
 Song Leader: Bryce Woodard  
Wednesday Evening  
 Prayer: Thomas Wells 
 Reading: David Stampfly 
 Offer Invitation: Jonathan Burns 
 Closing Prayer: Joe Christopher  
 Song Leader: Joe Cooper 
Greeters: Joe & Dolores Hardin 
   Willard & Judy Carr 
Fill Trays: Barbara McGill & Mary Morrow 
Clean: Joy Jenkins & Betty Reasonover 
Cards: Connor & Riley 
Baptismal: Barbara Williams 
Van: Sun.AM: Lynn Garner 
         Sun. PM: Jon Jackson 
         Wed. PM: Robert Brindley Jr. 
IC Prayer:  Lynn Garner 
IC Scripture: Nathan Hale - Revelation 21:18-20 

Announcements: Casey Cardin 
Song Leader: Dennis Collins 
Reading: Bryce Woodard  
Opening Prayer: Joel Orton 
Sermon: Jonathan Burns 
Closing Prayer: Jon Jackson 
Preside At Lord’s Table: 
 Steve Alsup • Nathan Hale 
Serve: 
Rob Eubank • James Jackson • Robert Orr 
David Stampfly • Eddie Williams • Gil Witt 
Thomas Wells (N) 
Alternates: 
Jimmy Alsup • Joe Hardin • Bill Hatfield 
 

Sunday Evening  
 PM Prayer: Larry Thomason 
 Reading: Ray Williford  
 Sermon: Jonathan Burns 
 Preside: Mark Woodard  
 Closing Prayer: Jason Musgrove 
 Song Leader: Nathan Hale  
Wednesday Evening  
 Prayer: Lynn Garner 
 Reading: Robert Brindley Jr. 
 Offer Invitation: Jonathan Burns 
 Closing Prayer: Ronald Story  
 Song Leader: Charles Ball 
Greeters: Palmer & Betty Spence 
    Chris & Beth Cooper 
Fill Trays: Bonnie Lovett & Carol Gulley 
Clean: Palmer & Betty Spence 
Cards: Elias & Colin 
Baptismal: Barbara Williams 
Van: Sun.AM: Mark Woodard 
         Sun. PM: Lynn Garner 
         Wed. PM: Lynn Garner 
IC Prayer:  Johnny Jackson 
IC Scripture: Joel Orton - Isaiah 9:6 


