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WHEN THE CHURCH BUILDING 
BECOMES A PLACE OF TEMPTATION 

Author Unknown 

It’s an epidemic that affects almost every congregation in the United States— 
immodesty. Clothing that was once reserved for immoral individuals is now 
considered “in style.” Simply put—skin is in. Any clothing that isn’t revealing skin is 
often so tight-fitting that one can easily spot moles or scars beneath the clothes. 
Sadly, many Christians have embraced this pagan practice and can see nothing wrong 
with imitating the world.  
 
In all of my years of teaching, this topic elicits more emotion from youth and their 
parents, as individuals seek to justify their clothing because they “can’t find anything 
in the stores” or “my child has a weird body type.” And so week after week, our 
children march into worship looking no different from the world, and looking as 
though they were streetwalkers from the 1970s. It would be easy to get upset at these 
young people—however, it is the parents who most often purchase the clothes. And a 
quick scan around the auditorium reveals that some parents are trying their best to 
mimic the latest styles as well.  
 
Imagine the scenario of watching a man serving the Lord’s Supper, only to see him 
return to the front and place the bread plate on the table after only serving half of the 
auditorium. How would it feel to know the man stopped serving the Lord’s Supper 
because he could not, in good conscience, continue looking up and down the aisle at 
people who were sitting in immodest clothing revealing far too much as he stood at 
the end of the row. There is no excuse for what is happening in our worship 
assemblies, and there is no excuse for elders and preachers not rebuking parents (and 
teens) for immodesty.  
 
Styles come and go. You may never experience wide collars or bell-bottom pants, but 
rest assured certain things will be “in style” in your life that the media wants you to 
embrace. There will be strong pressure to conform to the latest fads. But remember, 
it’s just a fad. Sadly, many of your friends will find their self-worth in their clothes 
(brand name or style). I pray that we, as Christians, rear our children to be more 
confident than that. Your self-worth is in the knowledge that you were bought with 
the blood of Jesus Christ! 
 
Clothing began in the Garden of Eden. After eating of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil, Adam and Eve covered themselves with fig leaves (Genesis 3:7). It is 
noteworthy to notice that after God pronounced His punishment on their sin, He 
further clothed them with tunics of skin (Genesis 3:21). From that point on, man has 
covered himself in the sight of others and in the sight of God. Clothing has been a 
part of life since those days in the Garden.  
 
Jesus reminded us not to worry about clothes (Matthew 6:28-30), and as such, 
Christian fathers and mothers should not put a huge emphasis on clothing, and they 
should teach their children that focus. Yes, clothes should be clean. And yes, they 
need to fit—even though that is getting hard through the growth spurts that outpace 
your clothing sizes. But in every closet there will likely be some “outdated” outfits 
that still have lots of wear in them—and even some hand-me-downs that a sibling or 

This article is continued on page 3 
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C  O  T  W  

KEEP YOUR LIGHT SHINING 
A father and his two songs had tended to the beacon of their lighthouse for many years. One night they trimmed the 
lights as usual, checked every detail, and settled themselves for an evening of peace and quiet. Just before they 
retired, the eldest son made the rounds again and was perplexed to see no path of light flashing from the beacon. 
Then it was discovered that the wind had carried millions of tiny insects which covered the glass so thickly that the 
light could not shine through. The men hurriedly cleaned the glass, but not in time, for morning disclosed a serious 
wreck had occurred early that evening on the rocks close to the shore.  

The covering of our lights as Christians, even for a short time, may mean the destruction of a soul (ours and others). 
Jesus had this in mind when He taught His disciples to be like a city set upon a hill which could be seen by all, and 
warned them against covering their lights with a basket. To avoid this problem, He commanded them to let their 
lights be as a lampstand that gives light to all who are in the house (Matthew 5:14-16).  

One cannot let his or her light shine for the Lord until being added to God’s family. Without Christ, there is only 
darkness in our lives, and this darkness makes it easy to hate the light (John 3:19-20). It is dangerous to remain in 
darkness, because the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). It is simply time to do what is right.  

May I be honest with you? I mean really honest. It is my personal belief that Jesus was serious when He said that 
few will find the way unto Heaven (Matthew 7:13-14). Jesus was teaching this group of people to learn, understand, 
and become an eternity focused individual. Many times I believe that we give up because it is easier to walk with the 
world and look like them. However we do not realize that when we walk with the world we are covering up our light 
and the influence of Jesus is darkened from those around us. May we love God and live like Christ.   

~ Jonathan 
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WELCOME: As we assemble on the Lord’s day for worship, we are honored to 
have others meet with us. It is our desire to glorify our Father in our worship. We 
always welcome questions about our service or anything you see or hear. If we 
can assist, please let us know.  

THIS SUNDAY (10-15-2017): James Jones will be with us to give a report on 
the work in Africa. He works with TV, Radio, Children’s Homes, and schools to 
further the cause of Christ. He will be presenting the morning class and sermon. 
We support Brother Jones monthly in his mission efforts.  

PANTRY ITEMS: Tuna—Pork and Beans -Please check to see that all items 
have a minimum 6 month shelf life..  

HONORING OUR TEACHERS: Our Teachers Appreciation Dinner will be 
November 4th, 2017 at 5:30 PM. 

SINGING:  Salem congregation in Lawrenceburg, Friday, October 20. The meal 
will be at 5:30pm and the singing will begin at 7:00pm 

LADIES BIBLE CLASS: East Hill has one of the best Ladies Bible Classes 
because we have the smartest ladies around. If you have not been it is not too late 
to join us on Wednesday mornings at 10 AM.  

MEMORIAL:  Richie and Nina Brewer have made a contribution to the C. W. 
Hart Scholarship Fund at the Memphis School of Preaching in memory of Joe 
Bledsoe. 

GOSPEL MEETING: The Gospel Meeting with Cliff Goodwin will begin next 
Sunday. Please be prepared to be here during all sessions and remember that we 
will have a fellowship meal after morning worship.  

News, Notes, & Announcements  
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friend once wore. That doesn’t lessen the values of the person who wears them.  
 

Modern styles change every season. The primary reason for these frequent 
changes is to drive sales up in the clothing market. Christians should recognize a 
problem with this constantly changing industry. God does not change (Malachi 
3:6), and neither does His view on modesty. Tight, low-cut, or revealing clothing 
is never “in style” in the sight of God. Furthermore, just because you see another 
Christian wearing something does not necessarily mean it is appropriate.  
 

Christians are admonished to adorn themselves modestly (1 Timothy 2:9-10) and 
that beauty should not come from outward adornment (1 Peter 3:3-4). When 
selecting clothes, be sure that you select something that is glorifying to God and 
that does not draw undue attention to your body. Our clothing should not cause 
anyone to lust (see Matthew 5:27-28).  
 

Parents will not always be around to select or purchase their children’s cloths. 
Young people, as you move into adult hood, it is my prayer that when you 
selected something, you will remember whose you are and who you represent. 
Sure you can dress like the world and blend in, but you are called to be different 
(Romans 12:1-2). That doesn’t mean weird but different. In a world determined 
to reveal skin, it shouldn’t be hard to adopt a modest style that helps demonstrate 
your Christian character. I assure you that wise clothing choices will earn you 
respect in the eyes of the faithful men and women. Don’t worry about the 
outside. Worry about your look and label on the inside.  

The Shame of Immodesty Among Christians - Continued 



Bible Class Schedule 

October 15th October 22nd 

Volume 37 - Number 42– October 15, 2017 Page 4 

F  G  M  
October 22-25, 2017  

Speaker: Cliff Goodwin 

T  A  D  
November 4, 2017 at 5:30 P.M. 

 

2 years old - Middle School: Engraving Heavenly Truths Q8 
  

Adult Classes:  
Sunday AM Auditorium: Jonathan Burns  

Sunday AM Room 15: Joe Cooper & Mark Woodard  
Sunday AM Ladies Class: Margaret Jackson 

Ladies Bible Class: Jonathan Burns 
Wednesday Auditorium: Jonathan Burns 

 Announcements: Joe Colvett 
Song Leader: Caleb Capshaw 
Reading: Johnny Jackson 
Opening Prayer: Bill Hatfield 
Sermon: Cliff Goodwin 
Closing Prayer: Joel Orton  
Preside At Lord’s Table: 
 Joe Christopher • Bryce Woodard 
Nathan Hale •  Jon Jackson • Chris Page 
Thomas Wells • Ray Williford • Mark Woodard 
Jim Calahan (N) 
Alternates: 
Jason Musgrove • Tommy Price • Tony Rogers 
Sunday Evening  
 Song Leader: Jack Parks 
 Reading: Lynn Garner 
 Prayer: Charles Gulley 
 Sermon: Cliff Goodwin 
 Preside: Robert Brindley, Jr.  
 Closing Prayer: Phil Glover 
Wednesday Evening  
 Song Leader: Bill Hatfield 
 Reading: Ronald Story 
 Prayer: Joe Cooper 
 Offer Invitation: Cliff Goodwin 
 Closing Prayer: Chris Cooper  
 

Greeters: Elizabeth & Bill Hatfield 
    Chris & Beth Cooper 
  

Fill Trays: Kristie Musgrove & Pat Striplin 
 

Clean Trays: Jimmy & Nancy Alsup 
 

Cards: Bill & Peyton 
 

Baptismal: Barbara Williams 
 

Van: Sun.AM: Lynn Garner 
         Sun. PM: Jon Jackson 
         Wed. PM: Robert Brindley, Jr. 
 
Ivy Crest Prayer: Joe Cooper 
Ivy Crest Scripture: Lynn Garner—Psalm 23:6 
 
 

Announcements: Jimmy Alsup 
Song Leader: Jack Parks 
Reading: Charles Gulley 
Opening Prayer: Joel Orton 
Sermon: James Jones 
Closing Prayer: Joe Colvett  
Preside At Lord’s Table: 
 Steve Alsup • Joe Cooper 
Chad Newton •  Bill Hatfield • Tommy Price 
Palmer Spence • Eddie Williams • Bryce Woodard 
Dennis Collins (N) 
Alternates: 
James Jackson • Thomas Wells • Ray Williford 
Sunday Evening  
 Song Leader: Dennis Collins 
 Reading: Phil Glover 
 Prayer: Johnny Jackson 
 Sermon: Jonathan Burns 
 Preside: Ronald Story  
 Closing Prayer: Mark Woodard 
Wednesday Evening  
 Song Leader: Nathan Hale 
 Reading: Casey Cardin 
 Prayer: Jim Calahan 
 Offer Invitation: Jonathan Burns 
 Closing Prayer: Nathan Hale  
 

Greeters: Christine Turner & Faye Robinson  
    Dennis & Patsy Collins 
  

Fill Trays: Sue Hicks & Betty Reasonover 
 

Clean Trays: Dennon & Joye Alsup 
 

Cards: Riley & Brendan 
 

Baptismal: Barbara Williams 
 

Van: Sun.AM: Chad Newton 
         Sun. PM: Mark Woodard 
         Wed. PM: Lynn Garner 
 
Ivy Crest Prayer: Joe Colvett 
Ivy Crest Scripture: Chris Cooper—Psalm 23:1 

AM - James Jones 

PM - Jonathan Burns  

THOSE TO SERVE  
Please meet in room 101 after Bible Study. If late, an alternate will take your 

place. If you cannot serve, please call Jimmy Alsup at 363-7936.  
 

Please consider this opportunity to serve as special and dress accordingly.  


